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Filed for intro on  01/18/2003

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 17
By  Henry

A RESOLUTION to require an interdepartmental study and to
create a special joint committee to study autism
and measures the State of Tennessee can take
to serve the needs of children with autism and
their families.

WHEREAS, Children with autism are a group with great needs; and

WHEREAS, These needs extend well beyond the medically necessary services that are

provided by TennCare through its basic benefits, early and periodic screening, detection,

treatment (“EPSDT”) services, and waiver programs; and

WHEREAS, Children with autism often have educational and social needs in other

service domains; and

WHEREAS, Autism is a pervasive developmental disorder; and

WHEREAS, Symptom management, respite services, such as those provided by

Tennessee Voices for Children, and case management can be provided to children if it is

determined they have a co-occurring psychiatric disorder or are determined to be seriously

emotionally disturbed (“SED”); and
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WHEREAS, SED status is defined as experiencing significant impairment of functioning

in addition to having another psychiatric disorder besides a developmental or substance abuse

or chemical dependency disorder; and

WHEREAS, Diagnostic and treatment services offered under the EPSDT program must

meet medically necessary criteria if those services extend beyond basic, periodic screenings;

and

WHEREAS, Other services are educational in nature, or both medical and educational in

nature (such as speech therapy), leading to substantial complexity, overlap, and the potential for

failure to meet adequately the needs of children with autism; and

WHEREAS, TennCare-funded services are only one source of funding, and there are

limits to the scope of services that TennCare can provide since services must meet certain

criteria; and

WHEREAS, Other states have taken a proactive approach such as developing

university-based and specialized programs that coordinate and integrate services for children

with autism and their families, while blending funding resources; and

WHEREAS, The array and complexity of needs and service requirements for children

with autism demonstrate the need for a comprehensive statewide plan for children; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That the Departments of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities,

Education, Children's Services, the TennCare Bureau, and the Tennessee Commission on

Children and Youth conduct a study of current services and programs available for children with

autism and their families.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That these Departments, the Bureau, and the

Commission are authorized to consult with such other agencies and institutions of state

government as they deem appropriate in conducting this study.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That these Departments, the Bureau, and the

Commission prepare a proposal for a comprehensive statewide plan for coordinating services

and maximizing their delivery to children with autism and their families.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposal be presented not later than November

1, 2003, in the form of a report to a special committee to consist of three (3) members of the

Senate and three (3) members of the House of Representatives to be appointed by the

respective speakers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this special committee shall review the report and

recommend any necessary legislation to implement such statewide plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all legislative members of the special joint

committee shall remain members of such committee until the committee reports its findings and

recommendations to the General Assembly and shall be paid as members of the General

Assembly are paid for attending legislative meetings as provided in Tennessee Code

Annotated, Section 3-1-106.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the committee shall be convened by the member

with the most years of continuous service in the General Assembly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special committee shall report its findings and

recommendations, including any proposed legislation or interim reports to the One Hundred

Third General Assembly no later than January 15, 2004, at which time the committee shall

cease to exist.


